
Tribal College Success Strategies 



What is Tribal College Success? 

 Going to school because you want to. 

 Setting your own course in life. 

 Staying in school and good grades. 

 Graduating and getting the “right” job! 



Success to Success #1 –The WHY 

 College success starts with WHY? 

 The WHY is your guide 

 



Secrets to Success #2 – The Professor 

 What’s your name? 

 What’s my name?  

 Get to know them 

 Professor Interviews 

 Why is this important? 



Secrets to Success #3 – The Syllabus 

 Dates are Real… 

 Objectives and Goals 

 Safe Spot – Don’t Lose 

 Connect to the Real World 



Secrets to Success #4 – The Textbook 

 Book Design 

 1 - Objectives and Goals 

 2 - Questions in the back 

 3 - Pictures and Diagrams 



Secrets to Success #5 – Learning 

 You are in charge 

 What’s your Learning Style? 
o Auditory – read notes aloud 

o Visual –Turn notes to pictures and diagrams 

o Tactile – re-write notes / make note cards 

 

 



Secrets to Success #5 – Study 

 Cramming = ________? 

 Plan when you are going to study 

 Procrastinate = This guy 

 Start with the most difficult subject first. 

 Make sure you're not disturbed whiles 

you're studying 

 

 

 

 

 



Secrets to Success #5 – Study 



Secrets to Success #6 – The Time Plan 

 Key Dates for Everything 

 Plan your time 

 Estimate study hours 

 



Secrets to Success #7 – The Class 

 A -During class use Facebook and Twitter 

 B - Use your phone  

 C - Chew gum and make bubbles 

 D - Tell inappropriate jokes 

 

Better Idea don’t do any of these 

 



Secrets to Success #7 – The Class 

 Come to class prepared 

 Have an open mind and great attitude 

 Read assigned material before class 

 Fill in the gaps 

 

 



Secrets to Success #8 – Participation 

 10-20% of your grade 

 Ask Questions 

 Learning - Get involved 

 Choose teachers who involve you in the 

learning process. 

 What message are you sending? 

 



Secrets to Success #8 – Ask for Help 

 Professors 

 Advisors 

 Resource Center 

 Friends/ Family 



#9 - Read what you are given 

 Read instructions carefully 

 If you don’t understand ask 

 Test your knowledge 

◦ 2 page assignment means what? 

◦ 10 minute presentation means what? 

 



 Helps you become organized 

 Computers and people make mistakes 

 You may need to defend 

 Help you in other classes 

 

#10 –Save Everything 



#11 -  Attendance 

 Please attend all classes 

 Stuff come up - Communicate 

 If you are out finish homework 

 Get a “class buddy” 

 



#12 –Extra Credit 

 It's not "extra" if everyone can do it  

 The difference between “A” and “B” 

 What message are you sending me? 

 

 

 



#13 –The Homework 

True Story: 

How does an “A-” paper become an “D+”? 

 

 



#13 –The Homework 

 Turn it in “on time” 

◦ How does an “A-” paper become an “D+”? 

 Have at least two people proof-read  

◦ Hint: Some professors proof read  

◦ Average grade 70 C- versus 90 A- 

 

 



#14 –The Final Class Grade 

 Grades are subjective from the professor 

 Check your grade regularly 

 Talk with your professor 
 Make Extra Credit Opportunities 

 What message are you sending me? 

 

 



#15 –Practice 

 Create a test 

 End of the chapter Questions 

 Present class information to a friend 

 More Practice = _________?  

 

 



#15 –The Notes you take 

 Start each new lecture on a new page, and 
date and number each page.  

 Leave blank spaces 

 Don’t write word for word 

 Note all unfamiliar vocabulary or concepts 
you don’t understand. 

 After class review your notes 

 





#15 –Review The Notes you take 

 Review your notes within 24 hours. 

 Edit for words and phrases that are illegible or 
don’t make sense.  

 Write out abbreviated words that might be 
unclear later. 

 Edit with a different colored pen  

 Note anything you don’t understand - highlighting 

 Compare your notes with the textbook reading 
and fill in important details in the blank spaces 
you left. 

 Consider rewriting or typing up your notes.  







#16 - Know campus and Tribal Resources 

 
 The library 

 The academic support center 

 The career services center 

 What else is available? 

 Scavenger Hunt 

 

 



#17 – Get Involved 

 Student Organizations 

 What else can you learn? 

 Meet new people 

 Have fun 



#18 - Staying Motivated 

 Many students suffer from insecurity, 

anxiety, stress, and even boredom. 

 This is normal 

 Music 

 Motto 



#19 - Take responsibility for your success 

 Not High School 

 Mom and Dad 

 School Work versus social life 

 Make sacrifices to keep up grades 

 clear idea of why they want a college 

degree 



#20 -You are the boss 

High School  College  

Classes were small with a lot of instructor-
student interaction 

Classes are larger, more complex, and more 

impersonal  

Your parents and teachers made sure you 
were in school every day  

Attendance may be up to you  

Tests and quizzes were given regularly to 
check your understanding of the material 

College instructors give fewer tests 

Parents and teachers gave a lot of guidance Nobody treats you like a kid anymore  

Reading assignments were generally short  You have to do much more reading now  

Good grades were often easy to get, if you 
paid attention in class  

Good grades are hard to get and require a lot 

of study 

You had known many of your classmates for 
years 

Your college classmates may be more diverse 

and brand new to you. 



Thank you and enjoy college 


